
 

BROWN COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION  
June 12th 2018 

 
The Brown County Planning & Zoning Commission held their regularly scheduled public meeting on June 12th 
2018 at 9:00 am in the Commissioners Room 204 of the Brown County Courthouse. Commission members 
present: John Rolloff, Brian Braun, Anita Mohr and Commissioner Dennis Potter. Also present: Charles Enter, 
County Administrator; Charles Hanson, County Attorney; Laine Sletta, Zoning Administrator; and Robert 
Santaella, Assistant Zoning Administrator. Members of the public included Jed Lutgen and Chad Mathiowetz. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairman Braun at 9:00 am. 
 
A motion was made by Potter and seconded by Mohr to approve the minutes of the May 8th 2018 meeting. 
The motion passed unanimously 4-0. 
 
The first item of business was a Re-Zoning  Application APP-RZ-0003 by Chad Mathiowetz of Mathiowetz 
Construction on the property in the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 27, Township 109N, Range 33W, Leavenworth 
Township, Brown County, Minnesota for the purpose of rezoning approximately Twenty (20) acres of land to the 
South of County Highway 24 from R-1 Residential Zoning District and A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District 
to the I-2 Industrial.     
      Discussion: Sletta provided background on the application. Mathiowetz stated that the area is being 
used to store trucks, trailors, and metal bins. Braun asked about the zoning boarders; Sletta pointed them out 
on a map. Potter asked about ownership of two lots; Mathiowetz stated one is owned by Julie Andersons 
Residence and the other is the old town hall. Rolloff asked about uses on the property; Mathiowetz stated there 
is some tilled ground, parking and storage, and a verizon tower. Braun asked about the possibility of future 
expansion; Mathiowetz stated there is always a possibility of expanding. Braun asked about farming in the I-2 
zone; Sletta Confirmed farming practices such as row cropping can continue in the I-2 Zoning district.  

 
Motion: was made by Potter and seconded by Rolloff to recommend approval to the County Board. 
 
The motion passed unanimously on a 4-0 vote.  

 
The second item of business was a Preliminary Plat Application APP-P-0031 Jed Lutgen known at Lutgen 
Subdivision (Lot 1 23.06 Acres, Lot 2 12.58 Acres) on property owned by Allan Merkel described as part of Gov’t 
Lot 2, of Section 17 and Part of Gov’t Lot 2 of Section 16, Township 111 N, Range 32 W, Home Township, Brown 
County, Minnesota. Split is a multi-lot subdivision in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District. 
 Discussion: Sletta provided background on the application. Mohr asked if the property runs up to the 
river; Lutgen stated that the property does not run up to the river. Potter asked about a building site in Lot 1; 
Sletta confirmed it was a building site where Allan Merkel lives. Potter asked about the flood plain; Santaella 
stated that Bolten and Menk submitted a certificate of elevation to show buildable area outside flood plain. 
Hansen asked about the odd shape; Sletta stated it is the existing property lines. Braun asked about ownership; 
Lutgen stated that he will be purchasing a lot from Allan to build as a residence. Mohr asked who the owners of 
woodlots are; Lutgen stated Allan Merkel owns all the woodlots.  
 
 

Motion: was made by Mohr and seconded by Rolloff to recommend approval to the County Board  
 
The motion passed unanimously on a 4-0 vote.  

  



 

The final item of business was a Preliminary Plat Application APP-P-0032 by Brian Domeier known as Domeier 
2nd Subdivision (Lot 1 10 Acres, Lot 2 12.66 Acres) described as Lot 1, Block 1, Seifert Grove 2nd Subdivision, 
Section 14, Township 109N, Range 31W, Sigel Township, Brown County, Minnesota. Subdivision is existing 
platted lot being split in to two lots. 
 Discussion: Sletta provided background on the application. Braun asked about five year waiting period; 
Sletta stated that within 1,000 feet of the lake would not need the five year waiting period. Potter asked if they 
could build on most areas of the lots; Sletta confirmed that they could build up to 150 feet of the lake. Potter 
asked about the reason for the split; Sletta stated that since it was platted before it would need to be replatted 
to split off and sell the land. Potter asked about restrictions being so close to the County Park; Sletta stated they 
would have to maintain 40 feet from the rear property line and maintain 10 feet from the side property line.  
 

Motion: was made by Mohr and seconded by Potter to recommend approval to the County Board 
The motion passed unanimously on a 4-0 vote. 
 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made by Potter and seconded by Mohr to adjourn the meeting.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Robert Santaella, Assistant Zoning Administrator 


